The Year of Continuing Education n the 1994 and 1999 IAS membership surveys, continuing education opportunities received the highest ranking when survey respondents were asked about future allocation of IAS resources. At the first IAS Congress, held in June 2001 in conjunction with the IEEE IAS Pulp and Paper Conference in Portland, Oregon, USA, one of the strategic issues discussed was the provision of more continuing education opportunities for our industrial members. Three action items related to continuing education opportunities were developed at the Congress:
n develop technology-focused, regional workshops n develop asynchronous continuing education products n restructure the IAS Education Department to focus on conference tutorials and asynchronous continuing education. The IAS conducts about 20 tutorials per year at its various conferences. Many of the approximately 11,000 IAS members never have an opportunity to attend an IAS conference, so they miss out on all of the conference tutorials.
Many states now require continuing education credits for maintaining professional engineering licenses. Educational products that don't require attendance at one of our conferences fall into the category of asynchronous continuing education. The IAS developed one such educational product this year in conjunction with the IEEE Power Electronics Society. This product is an introduction to power electronics. It was produced using a voice-over, Microsoft PowerPoint procedure and is available on CD-ROM. Other formats will be considered for future products. The IEEE Color Books, produced by the IAS Industrial and Commercial Power Systems Department, are candidates for future products. Electrical safety is another key area to be considered for future product development.
Earlier this year, I wrote about the IAS Electrical Safety Workshop and its tremendous growth since its inception in 1992. The success of this workshop has led us to consider the possibility of workshops on other topics. One of my goals this year was to schedule another technology-focused workshop. The first Power Quality for Industrial and Commercial Facilities Workshop will be held in May 2003 in conjunction with the Industrial and Commercial Power Systems Conference in St. Louis, Missouri, USA. Power quality was selected as the subject of this workshop because of its broad appeal to many IAS technical committees. In addition, it is a timely topic for the industries within the IAS. Dr. Mark Halpin, of Auburn University, is organizing the workshop. Please contact him at halpin@eng.auburn.edu for more information.
In closing, it has been my pleasure to serve as your president this year. I would like to thank all of the members of the IAS Executive Board for their hard work and support. I began this year with the goal of visiting as many IAS conferences as possible, and I have enjoyed meeting many of you at the various conferences that I have attended. As I prepared for the IAS Society Review this year, I realized that the IAS is a diverse organization; it encompasses a wide range of industries and technologies. Even though the IAS is diverse, I have noticed one common thread throughout the year-dedicated volunteers! I would like to thank all of you who have supported IAS activities. Keep up the good work! IAS
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A LETTER TO MARK NELMS:
I just read your "President's Message" in the July/August issue. I assume that you realize that what it says about the IEEE copyright form is no longer valid. Apparently there was enough fuss raised by someone that they backed off of the combined copyright and export control form and reverted back to something very similar to the previous copyright form, with the export control form being separated and only required of certain people writing about certain subjects. Of course, this was announced just about the time this issue of the Magazine was going into the mail. Some days you just can't win!
Baldy Bridger
Editor, IEEE Transactions on Industry Applications
Response from Mark Nelms: I found out about the change in IEEE policy on the IEEE copyright form at the TAB meeting at the end of June. It was too late for me to do anything about it in time for the July/August issue. It seems that the IEEE legal advisors jumped the gun on changing the policy to begin with and then backpedaled between the February and June TAB meetings. Of course, the timing of the policy change coincided with the appearance of my column perfectly!
Mark Nelms
IAS President
